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Boston, Jury 1, 1984. 
Hon. RAYMOND L. FLYNN, 
‘Mayor of the City of Boston. 


Sir, —In Compliance with section 24, chapter 3 of the 
Revised Ordinances, the Board of Election Commissioners 
respectfully submits its annual report. 


REGISTRATION 


In accordance with chapter 236 of the Acts of 1966, as 
amended, registration was held as follows: 

At the central office from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturdays, 
Sundays, and holidays excepted: from July 1 to August 19, 
inclusive; from September 22 to October 10, inclusive, for 
military personnel; from October 12 to October 14, inclu- 
sive; from October 27 to November 14, inclusive, for mili- 
tary personnel; from November 16 to December 31, 
inclusive; from January 2, 1984 to January 31, inclusive; 
from January 2, 1984 to January 31, inclusive; from Febru- 
ary 15 to March 12, inclusive, for military personnel; and 
from March 14 to June 30, inclusive. 

At the central office from 9 a.m. to9 P.M. from August 22 
to September 20, inclusive; from October 15 to October 25, 
inclusive; Saturdays included as noted. 
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At the central office from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m., September 
21, for the City Preliminary Election; October 26, for the 
City Election, and February 14, for the Presidential Pri- 
mary. 

At locations in each of the twenty-two wards from 6 P.M. 
to 9 P.M., except Saturdays, when the hours were from 12 
Noon to 8p.m., from August 20 to September 20, inclusive, 
for the City Preliminary Election; from October 15 to Oc- 
tober 25, inclusive, for the City Election; and from Febru- 
ary 1, 1984 to February 13, inclusive, for the Presidential 
Primary. 

At locations in each of the twenty-two wards from 6 P.M. 
to 10 p.m., on September 21, for the City Preliminary Elec- 
tion; on October 26, for the City Election; and February 
14, 1984 for the Presidential Primary. 

In answer to many requests for special registration under 
Mass. General Laws chapter 51, section 42B, at schools, 
colleges, nursing homes, and other principal places of 
activity, extra sessions were conducted to satisfy these 
requests. 

Physically disabled: In accordance with the provisions of 
chapter 196 of the Acts of 1946, as amended, persons who 
were eligible to register and vote but unable to appear at a 
registration office due to physical disability were registered 
in private homes or health care facilities in which they re- 
sided at the time of their requests. Persons so registered or 
found on the voting list were furnished with an application 
for absentee ballots. 


NUMBER OF VOTERS 


At the State Election, held November 2, 1982, the num- 
ber of voters on the list was 238,841. The number of voters 
on the first list published by the Board for 1983 was 
211,334. From that time to the close of registration for the 
City Election there were added the names of 77,652 voters. 
From that time to the close of registration for the Presiden- 
tial Primary there were added the names of 5,859 voters. 
Included in this figure are the names of 28,643 voters who 
were restored to the voting list without registration under 
the provisions of chapter 244 of the Acts of 1947, as 
amended, and chapter 555 of the Acts of 1973, as amended. 
The number of voters on the day of the City Election, held 
November 15, 1983, was 288,986, an increase of 50,145 
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above the number of voters on the list preceding the State 
Election. The number of voters on the day of the Presiden- 
tial Primary, held on March 13, 1984, was 294,845. 


NoMINATION Papers, REFERENDUM AND RECOUNT PETITIONS 


The Board received 3,758 nomination papers for the 
City preliminary on which 87,902 names were certified; 
952 referendum petitions on which 28,499 names were cer- 
tified; four recount petitions for a recount of ballots cast in 
the City Election consisting of 53 papers on which 1,014 
names were certified. 

The Board received 188 nomination papers for the Presi- 
dential Primary on which 2,686 names were certified. 


RECOUNTS 


Pursuant to chapter 54, section 135A, of the General 
Laws, and due to the necessity of having the voting ma- 
chines available for the City Election, a recount of the votes 
cast in the City Preliminary Election was called by the 
Board of Election Commissioners and held in the twenty- 
two wards of the city commencing on October 13, 1983, 
and concluding on October 17, 1983. 

A recount of votes cast in the City Election for the office 
of District City Councillor in Districts 2, 4, and 8 was held 
on November 30, 1983, and concluded on December 2, 
1983. 


REVISION OF THE VOTING LIST 


The names of 5,469 voters were stricken from the voting 
list by reason of death, removal from the city, and other 
causes. 

ABSENTEE VOTING 


In accordance with chapter 123 of the Acts of 1966, as 
amended, regulating the method of processing and count- 
ing absentee ballots made it mandatory that, after process- 
ing and examination of the affidavits in the central office is 
completed, the absentee ballots must be sent to the precinct 
polling places to be cast and counted; then the said count of 
absentee ballots cast had to be added to the count of votes 
cast by use of the voting machines, so that the precinct total 
could be recorded and reported at the precinct level. 
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Chapter 368 of the Acts of 1966, further regulating ab- 
sentee voting, made it possible for a registered voter who 
would be absent from the city on the day of the election, 
and who had no mailing address outside of Boston to which 
a ballot could be mailed and seasonably returned in time to 
be sent to the polling place before the close of the polls on 
election day, to receive a ballot in hand and vote by such 
ballot in the central office before he departed from the city. 


Set forth below are statistics relating to absentee ballots 


in 1983 and March, 1984: 


1983 1983 1984 

City City Presidential 
Prelimi lecti Pri 
Apolicationsheceived reliminary Election rimary 


Civilians 1,439 2,525 538 
Physically Disabled 1,893 2,697 513 
Federal Service Personnel Sia 42 a 
Total 3,369 5,264 “1,128 
Applications Rejected 
Civilian 31 57 29 
Physically Disabled 67 104 11 
Federal Service Personnel 0 0 0 
Total 98 161 40 
Ballots Mailed or in Hand 
Civilians 1,405 2,434 516 
Physically Disabled 1,829 2,627 495 
Federal Service Personnel 37 _ 42 U0 
Total 3,271 5,103 1,088 
Ballots Returned 
Civilians 1,209 1,870 339 
Physically Disabled 1,242 1,843 318 
Federal Service Personnel 29 31 51 
Total 3,271 3,744 708 
Ballots Rejected by Examiners 
Prior to Sending to Polls: 
All Classes 108 169 32 
Ballots Sent to Polling Places 
All Classes Sy) 3,575 641 
Ballots Returned Unclaimed 10 16 4 


Ballots Returned too Late to be Cast 192 439 221 
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DIsTRICT REPRESENTATION 


In accordance with chapter 549 of the Acts of 1977, fur- 
ther amended by chapter 605 of the Acts of 1982, the City 
Council passed an ordinance establishing nine City Coun- 
cillor Districts and nine School Committee Districts to take 
effect for the 1983 City Preliminary and City Election. 

The Board was advised by the Corporation Counsel that 
a Federal Court Order had struck down the City Council 
Ordinance and ordered a new delineation of several pre- 
cincts of the city into new districts and further ordered the 
city to set new election dates if required. 

The above changes resulted in a Home Rule Petition be- 
ing drafted by the City Council and passed by the Legisla- 
ture, designating new dates for the City Preliminary and 
City Election. Also, resulting in a redrafting of the political 
calendar for the year 1983. (Copies of the above Acts, Or- 
ders and Ordinances are on file in this office. ) 

The following is a revised District breakdown: 


DISTRICT 1 DISTRICT 6 
Ward 1 Ward 10, Prec. 6, 7, 8, 9 
Ward 2 Ward 11, Prec. 6 to 10 
Ward 3, Prec. 1to5 Ward 19, Prec. 1 to 6, 8, 9 
Ward 20, Prec. 3, 5 to 7, 10 to 20 
DISTRICT 2 
Ward 3, Prec. 7, 8 DISTRICT 7 
Ward 4, Prec. 1 to 4 Ward 4, Prec. 8,9 
Ward_5, Prec. 1 Ward 7, Prec. 10 
Ward 6 Ward 8, Prec. 3 to7 
Ward 7, Prec. 1 to9 Ward 9, Prec. 3 to5 
Ward 8, Prec. 1, 2 Ward 11, Prec. 1 to 5 
Ward 9, Prec. 1, 2 Ward 12 
Ward 13, Prec. 1, 2, 4, 5, 
DISTRICT 3 
Ward 13, Prec. 3, 6 to 10 DISTRICT 8 
Ward 15, Prec. 1 to9 Ward 3, Prec. 6 
Ward 16 Ward 4, Prec. 5, 6,7, 10 
Ward 17, Prec. 4,9, 11 to 14 Ward 5, Prec. 2 to 10 
Ward 10, Prec. 1 to5 
DISTRICT 4 Ward 21, Prec. 1, 2 
Ward 14, Prec. 1 to 14 
Ward 17, Prec. 1 to 3, 5 to 8, 10 DISTRICT 9 
Ward 18, Prec. 1 to 5, 21 Ward 21, Prec. 3 to 16 
Ward 22 
DISTRICT 5 


Ward 18, Prec. 6 to 20, 22, 23 
Ward 19, Prec. 7, 10 to 13 
Ward 20, Prec. 1, 2, 4, 8, 9 
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APPOINTMENT OF MONITOR 


The Election Department, because of inadequate fund- 
ing and staffing, experienced a great deal of difficulty in the 
1982 State Primary resulting in a Monitor being appointed, 
by a joint agreement between the Secretray of State and the 
Department of the Attorney General, to observe the proce- 
dures of the Boston Election Commission. The Monitor 
rendered four reports covering the period between July 11, 
1983, and December 30, 1983. (Copies of these reports are 
on file in this office. ) 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE BOARD 


Michael A. Joyce continued as Chairman, Everette 
Sheppard as Secretary, William Arrigal, Jr., and James Ca- 
saletto as members. James Casaletto was replaced by James 
M. Killilea in April, 1984. Joyce and Killilea represent the 
Democratic Party, while Sheppard and Arrigal represent 
the Republican Party. 


EXPENSES OF THE ELECTION DEPARTMENT 


The expenses of the Election Department for fiscal 1984 
amounted to $2,744,206. 


MicHacEL A. Joyce, Chairman, 
EVERETTE SHEPPARD, 
WILLIAM F” ARRIGAL, JR., 
JAMEs M. KILLILEa, 
Board of Election Commissioners. 
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